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To celebrate the Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival,
I decided to create one comic a day from March 21-April 27, 2011

With 38 comics in 38 days, I had beaten my previous record of 
28 comics in 28 days (during NaHaiWriMo in February 2011)! 

After a short break, I continued to make comics from May 1-27, 2011.

In this chapter, Master Kawazu takes his young apprentice
on a cherry blossom viewing trip in Vancouver, British Columbia (Canada)

where 37 000 cherry trees bloom every year.

Jessica Tremblay
oldpondcomics@gmail.com



Before you begin 
your apprenticeship 

as a haiku poet...

...you must undertake 
the official rite of

passage.
Flower viewing.

Phew!

Fire walking?

sakura



In Vancouver.We‛re going
flower viewing.

At Ueno Park? 
On Mount
Yoshino?

No.

vcbf

I‛ll get my 
umbrella...Where?



Ch
tack!

How do we get
to the Vancouver 
Cherry Blossom

Festival?

By air.

I couldn‛t get
plane tickets, so...

HANG ON!
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The landing
was a little

rough.

Maybe we shoud 
rest before we get 

to the Vancouver Cherry
Blossom Festival...

What do
you think?
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We‛re lost.
I‛ll never see 
cherry trees.

Ask for
directions.

Excuse me.
Do you speak
amphibian?

Rebitt.

I don‛t
understand
this dialect.
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ChtackWe‛re lost.

VCBF
map

VCBF
map

Hey, look, 
a Vancouver cherry

blossom map!



There are 
37,000 cherry trees

in Vancouver.

That‛s a
frightening
thought...

What?

Outnumbered
by cherry trees!

VCBFmap
VCBFmap VCBFmap
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The buds
are not open

yet. I have 
an idea.

knit

knit
knit
knit

knit

Knitted cherry
blossoms.
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The top 
of the tree

is done.

knit knit
boing boing
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Here, front 
row seat!

Cherry Jam Downtown

Cherry Jam Downtown
Burrard Skytrain station

March 31, 2011
12.00-13.30

Don‛t sit on the taiko drum.
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Still
nothing.

pop!

pop!
pop!

pop!
pop!



What do you
want to do at
Sakura Days?

SakuraDays

calligraphy origami ikebana
sake tasting yukata dressing

martial arts haiku writing
photography japanese dancing 

taiko drumming shiatsu 
tea ceremony

SakuraDays

Good thing
we have two

days.



Wouldn‛t it be great
to have a poem carved

in stone?

...or on a piece 
of gravel.

Here‛s the famous
haiku stone.

VCBF
Haiku 

Winners
late for work
cherry petals

in my hair

biopsy
but just for today
cherry blossoms

cherry blossoms
I fold my résumé

into a crane

nothing
in the envelop-
cherry petals

VCBF
Haiku 

Winners
late for work
cherry petals

in my hair

biopsy
but just for today
cherry blossoms

cherry blossoms
I fold my résumé

into a crane

nothing
in the envelop-
cherry petals

VCBF
Haiku 

Winners
late for work
cherry petals

in my hair

biopsy
but just for today
cherry blossoms

cherry blossoms
I fold my résumé

into a crane

nothing
in the envelop-
cherry petals



A cherry tree
that talks and

walks!

Cherry tree
talks  and walks?

WOW!
I have to see

that.

vcbf
map vcbf

map
vcbf

map



No wonder cherry
blossoms are the most

beautiful flowers
in Vancouver!

A tree covered
in tissues.

It‛s a
magnolia.

A flower
with a dog

collar. It‛s a
daffodil.

Indeed.



My cherry tree
is one year old.

I don‛t think
it knows how to 

talk yet.
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I can‛t hear
anything.

What‛s
 happening

here?

It‛s a
cherry blossom

concert.

clap clapclap

ViolinPower! ViolinPower! ViolinPower!

A cherry
blossom
concert?



I‛ll have a 
piece of apple

pie.
...or cherry

pie.



pop!

pop!
pop!

pop!

pop!pop!

pop!
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Cherry blossom
season.

Better than
fireworks.



I bought 
a cherry blossom pin to

support the festival.

EAR PIERCING
I didn‛t have any 

clothes to pin it on,
so...

It‛s
gonna sting

a little...





Flash!

If you want to
be photographed a
thousand times...

Sit under a
cherry tree.

Flash! Flash
!

Flash!
Flash!



Show off!
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Oh! Ah! gulp Raah! Raah!
Pfuit

Cherry viewing tip:

Keep your eyes open
and your mouth close



I love biking
under blossoms.

What about
you, Kaeru?

I wish I knew
riding in the basket

was an option!

puf!
puf!



Beau - ti ful. - 
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I‛m a cherry
scout.

At the first
sign of buds...

This cherry tree
doesn‛t stand a

chance.

blog
tweet

flashtext

flckr

 Jessica Tremblay

www.oldpondcomics.com



Want a tissue?
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Atchoo!

Allergic to sakura,
my favorite flower!

WAAAAAH!



Sakuras! We‛ll come back
next week.No time.

One week later.



What happens
 now?
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Okay, 
so...
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Petals falling...

Sad.

Blossoms falling...

Beautiful.

Clusters falling....

Run!
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Oh...
Cherry

blossoms!
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They‛re
AWESOME!

Name one.
There are 

THOUSANDS of
reasons to love cherry

blossoms.



What I like
most about 

cherry latte...
...is the cherry

blossom moustache.

sip



I purchased all
the chocolate bars
I could to support

the festival.

I wanted to 
show them I‛m their

biggest fan.

Without 
a doubt.
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pfuitt

That cherry tree
is messing with us.FOOD!

!



How did
you know?

In extreme
close-up?

©
20

11

I‛ve been taking
pictures of cherry

blossoms all morning.



I can‛t move.

Are you stricken
by the beauty of 
cherry blossoms?

No, I think 
I hurt my 

back.
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ZZZZZ

ZZZZZ
ZZZZZ
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WHAT ARE YOU
LOOKING AT?

friends parting
a sakura falls
out of sight

Cherry blossom viewing.
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In Japan, there
would be a thousand

people picniking under the
blossoms.

And here, there are
a thousand ants! slippery

when wet
cherry petals



puf!
puf!

Faster!

Faster! Faster!

Why would I want to come home - cherry blossoms



It‛s difficult
to photograph cherry
blossoms these days.

All you see is
big angry clouds.

hail stones-
cherry petals
hit the pavement
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never mind the blossoms
the crow breaks
a twig

Went cherry
blossom viewing?

Yes.

Fell asleep?

Yes.
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What is
O-Hanami? 

It means
flower (hana)
viewing (mi).

What does
the O stand

for? You‛ll
see.

Oh!

no words
petals fall

on the crowd
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Flower viewing
at night is called 

“yozakura”.

It‛s a beautiful
solemn moment--

Kaeru! Waaaah!
the sakuras

the moon the guests
when I close my eyes

I can see them all
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Before they die, 
cherry blossoms
change colors.

The white ones
turn pink. And the 

pink ones...
earthquake
a cherry blossom
turns white



The last
cherry blossom is

about to fall.
earthquake
a cherry blossom
turns white

I can‛t
watch.

What‛s
happening?
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The sakuras are
covered in snow.

What if
I did this?

mmphf

Now
we can see the

blossoms!
shake

shake

chlak
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And the 
Sakura Award

goes to...
The man walking

 his dog.



Cherry 
groupies.

hug

Flash!

Flash!



Many, many things
they call to mind these

cherry blossoms...

Haiku by Basho

...but not a
single haiku.



Clouds of cherry blossoms!
The temple bell,

is it Ueno or Asakura?*

The bullet 
train to Kyoto.

*Haiku by Basho



Haiku by Basho

The soup, the salad... Everything is covered
by cherry blossoms*. The frogs, too.



I was asked
to demonstrate how

cherry blossoms
fall.

But all the
flowers are gone,

so...
Banzai!
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